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NEWSLETTER 

February 2025, Vol.  74, No. 2 

Le�er from DC Dental Society President Hillary Abel, DMD  

Dear Colleagues, 

I am honored to address you here for the first �me as the President 

of the DCDS. It is truly a privilege to serve such a dis�nguished com-

munity of dental professionals, and I am eager to work alongside 

each of you to advance our shared mission of excellence in 

healthcare. 

We are looking forward to a very exci�ng year for our cons�tuency. 

With two of our member den�sts now serving on the Board of Den-

�stry, we are hopeful for increased collabora�on that will benefit 

both our profession and our members. Last year, we had great success in addressing concerns 

related to agendas that posed poten�al risks to our profession.  

Thanks to the dedicated advocacy of our member den�sts and support staff, the District of 

Columbia Dental Society (DCDS) successfully opposed the Dental Special�es Licensure and 

Scope of Prac�ce Amendment Act, which sought to mandate board cer�fica�on for all spe-

cialist den�sts. Had this requirement been enacted, it would have effec�vely restricted nearly 

half of all specialists from prac�cing in Washington, D.C., under the specialty for which they 

were trained. In addi�on, we engaged in construc�ve discussions with the Department of 

Health Care Finance regarding increases in Medicaid reimbursement rates for dental services. 

We remain commi�ed to advoca�ng for these necessary adjustments to ensure fair compen-

sa�on for providers and con�nued access to quality care for pa�ents. Building on this mo-

mentum, our priori�es moving forward include addressing Botox licensing regula�ons and 

advoca�ng for the appropriate registra�on process for dental assistants. These ini�a�ves are 

cri�cal to ensuring the con�nued advancement and accessibility of the dental profession in 

our community.  

Addi�onally, I am thrilled to announce that we will be hos�ng SmileCon, the ADA’s 

2025 na�onal mee�ng, right here in Washington, D.C., from October 23-25. This is a tremen-

dous opportunity to showcase our city and the strength of our dental community. We encour-

age all of you to par�cipate and represent our small but mighty society. In conjunc�on with 

SmileCon, we will also be hos�ng our Symposium for Licensure on Saturday, October 

Dr. Hillary Abel 

Con�nued on Page 3 
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Presented by Dr. Robert Margeas 

Business Mee�ng Begins at 5:45 PM 

Educa�on Program Begins at Approximately 6:00 PM 

Lecture Format  

CE Credits Offered: 2.0  

Disclosures: None 

 

 

 

Ericka Walker, Execu�ve Director of the DC Board of Den�stry, will provide a brief update on the DC Board 

of Den�stry’s Incen�vized Time Period For Registra�on of Dental Assistants during the business mee�ng. 

See page 7 for addi�onal details. 

 

Cost: Free to DCDS Members | Non-Members–$75 Presenta�on Recording or $110 In-Person  

 

Visit the DCDS Registra�on Fees & Cancella�on Policy page for more details on registra�on and read about 

the presenter here.    

 

 

February Virtual-Only CE Event: 

“Glass ionomer and resin cements in Restora�ve Den�stry " 

Tuesday, February 11th 

Register Here 

Con�nuing Educa�on Disclaimer: The District of Columbia Dental Society is an ADA CERP Recognized Provider. ADA CERP is a service of the 
American Dental Associa�on to assist dental professionals in iden�fying quality providers of con�nuing dental educa�on. ADA CERP does not 
approve or endorse individual courses or instructors, nor does it imply acceptance of credit hours by boards of den�stry. It is the responsibility 
of each par�cipant to verify the CE requirements of his or her licensing or regulatory agency and to contact them with any ques�ons regarding 
licensing. The DC Dental Society designates the above presenta�ons for 2 CE credits.  

Concerns or complaints about a CE provider may be directed to the provider or to 
the Commission for Con�nuing Educa�on Provider Recogni�on at ADA.org/CERP.  

Dr. Robert Margeas 

Award-Winning General and 

Cosme�c Den�st in Des 

Moines, IA 

Pla�num Sponsors Gold Sponsor 

First Na�onal Bank Choice  Transi�ons 

Unifi 
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25.  DCDS remains commi�ed to providing engaging and effec�ve pathways for ful-

filling licensure renewal requirements. Our programs will offer you and your dental 

team the opportunity to complete courses that meet the specific criteria set forth by 

the Board of Den�stry. We an�cipate registra�on will open in early June, with the 

speaker lineup to be announced in the coming weeks. Addi�onal details and event up-

dates will be shared as they become available. 

As we embark on this new chapter together, my vision is to build upon our strong foun-

da�on while exploring new opportuni�es for professional growth, advocacy, and com-

munity engagement. Our profession is constantly faced with evolving technologies, 

regulatory changes, and new challenges shaping the way we prac�ce. Now, more than 

ever, it is essen�al that we stand together, support one another, and ensure that our 

voices are heard. 

In 2025, DCDS is proud to be one of five state-level dental socie�es selected to par�ci-

pate in a special American Dental Associa�on (ADA) ini�a�ve, the Membership and 

Engagement Program. This program is designed to provide greater flexibility in mem-

bership by lowering the base cost and allowing members to customize their experience 

with op�onal programs and benefits that best suit their needs. 

As part of our ongoing commitment to member support, DCDS launched a new benefit 

in January—the DCDS Member Assistance Program, available at no cost to all member 

den�sts, their dental team members, and household members. In partnership 

with AllOne Health, this program offers a comprehensive suite of resources to support 

mental, emo�onal, professional, and financial well-being. Services are accessi-

ble 24/7/365 through the AllOne Health portal, with addi�onal live support available 

via a toll-free number and online chat. Members can take advantage of life coaching, 

mental health sessions, financial consulta�ons, and a range of other valuable services. 

Addi�onally, the DCDS Wellness Commi�ee is ac�vely developing new programs this 

year to further support the overall well-being of our members. We look forward to 

sharing more details in the coming months. 

I encourage each of you to stay engaged, share your insights, and ac�vely par�cipate in 
shaping the future of DCDS. Your involvement is invaluable, and together, we can con-
�nue to elevate the profession and make a las�ng impact. If you would like to get in-
volved in DCDS ac�vi�es, please write to info@dcdental.org. 
Thank you for your trust and support and I look forward to working with you all in the 

year ahead. Please do not hesitate to reach out with your ideas, concerns, or aspira-

�ons for our society. 

Warm regards, 

Hillary Abel, DMD 
President 2025-2026 
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 2025 Continuing Education Program  

All members of the DC Dental Society, including those in a residency program, are invited to a�end our monthly CE 

mee�ngs at no cost. We hope you will join us in-person at the DCDS office to reconnect with your friends and col-

leagues in the dental community over dinner, while earning up to 2 hours of con�nuing educa�on credits. 

The monthly business mee�ng begins at 5:45 p.m. Educa�onal session begins at approximately 6:00 p.m. 

Visit the DCDS website for course informa�on, speaker bios, fees and cancella�on policy. 

About DCDS Speakers 

Your DC Dental Society has developed a con�nuing educa�on program that features leading experts in dental care 

whether they prac�ce across the country or down the street. The inclusion of local presenters on the program for 

DCDS monthly mee�ngs is intended to foster collegiality and support our local community. DCDS does not endorse 

one specialist over another, but celebrates DC talent.  

 2025 Mee�ng Date Mee�ng Topic  Speaker 

February 11 

Webinar Only 

Cements and Restora�ons   Dr. Robert Margeas  

March 11 The Wild World of Dental Insurance   Ms. Teresa Duncan  

April 8 Elevate Your Everyday Anterior Compo-

sites, a Prac�cal Predictable Approach 

 Dr. Marcos Vargas  

May 13 U�lity of p53 Immunohistochemistry in 

Oral Epithelial Dysplasia 

 Dr. Yen Chen Kevin Ko  

June 10 Restora�ve Prosthodon�cs  Dr. Kenneth Kurtz  

September 9 An�bio�c Prophylaxis - The Adop�on 

of Recent Concepts  

 Dr. Ronald Brown  

October  

November 11 

Webinar Only 

Update on Dental Materials  Dr. Lee Ann Brady  

December 9 Proven Methods to Build a World-Class 

Prac�ce  

 Dr. Roger Levin  

No monthly CE mee�ng. This year DCDS will host the Symposium for Licen-

sure in conjunc�on with ADA SmileCon. Watch for details.  

Con�nuing Educa�on Disclaimer: The District of Columbia Dental Society is an ADA CERP Recognized Provider. ADA CERP is a service of 
the American Dental Associa�on to assist dental professionals in iden�fying quality providers of con�nuing dental educa�on. ADA CERP 
does not approve or endorse individual courses or instructors, nor does it imply acceptance of credit hours by boards of den�stry. It is the 
responsibility of each par�cipant to verify the CE requirements of his or her licensing or regulatory agency and to contact them with any 
ques�ons regarding licensing. The DC Dental Society designates the above presenta�ons for 2 CE credits each.  
 
Concerns or complaints about a CE provider may be directed to the provider or to the  
Commission for Con�nuing Educa�on Provider Recogni�on at ADA.org/CERP.                                  
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NEW MEMBER BENEFIT 

Visit the DCDS Member Assistance program page to access your benefits 

The DC Dental Society has partnered with AllOne Health to provide a Member Assistance Program to help you, your staff and 

members of your household reduce stress, improve mental health, and make life easier by connec�ng you to the right infor-

ma�on, resources, and referrals. This benefit is made available to all DCDS members free with your membership as a thank you. 

Below is an ar�cle from AllOne Health to help you leverage conflict construc�vely in the workplace.  
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  Board of Den�stry Info 
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 Board of Den�stry Cont’d 
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 Board of Den�stry Cont’d 
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“Follow” Us on Social Media 
 

Save hundreds with DCDS and ADA Programs and Discounts 

DC Dental Society has partnered with the following companies to bring you discounted pricing 

on the supplies and services for your prac�ce. 

 

    Dental Supplies                        Insurance            

 

 

 

   

  

 

    Educa�onal Loans         Compliance Services    

  

 

   

 

MEMBER VALUE 

Formerly PCIHIPAA 

Endorsed Credit Card 

Processor 

Consul�ng on Credit 
Card Fees 

twi�er.com/

DCDentalSociety 
linkedin.com/in/dcdentalsociety instagram.com/dcdentalsociety 

facebook.com/dcdental 
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 MEMBER SAVINGS 
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Special Thanks to Our DCDS Sponsors 

Gold Sponsor Pla�num Sponsors 
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 Classifieds 

 

Foggy Bo�om Prac�ce for Sale 

Descrip�on: Busy, fee for service, general prac�ce in a sunny well designed 3 operatory co op with pa�ent 

and staff parking.  For sale by mo�vated prac��oner 

Contact: John Turner  301-980-7468  l    tukche@hotmail.com  

 

 

6 Op Periodon�st Prac�ce in CBD For Sale- $ 1.3 Million in Collec�ons  

Descrip�on: Centrally located in the heart of Washington D.C. 100% FFS with long term lease in place Pro-

duc�on over $1.3Million annually with very high Net Income ~2,500 Ac�ve pa�ents 6 Operatories. 

Recep�on, wai�ng area, in-suite bathroom. Fully equipped dental office. Loyal pa�ent base and experi-

enced staff. Turnkey opera�ons ready for your take over today!  

Contact: Ralph W Miller lll  l 443-207-1649  l  ralphmiller@hprgrealty.com  

DCDS Member Ads 

FREE Employment Ad for DCDS Members. DCDS members who are seeking employment or who have open 

staff posi�ons can place a classified ad at no charge. Click on the link below to get started. 

Advertise with DCDS 

Classified ads in the DCDS Newsle�er are easy. Simply submit your ad through the DCDS online form. We 

will then send you a payment link. Payment must be received prior to publica�on.  


