
Vol.47 No.8

Up
Coming...

Inside...

November 2008

 •  Letter to the Editor

    •  Delegation Nominations

 •  Board of Dentistry
    Update

 •  Give Kids a Smile Day

    • December 9, 2008
Monthly Meeting:
A Call to Arms in 3-D:
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November Monthly Meeting:
Laser Assisted Cosmetic
Dentistry

Robert A. Lowe, DDS

     Total esthetic treatment must in-
volve evaluation and positional correc-
tion of periodontal tissues as well as
esthetic restoration of the teeth to gain
an optimal esthetic result.  Dr. Lowe
will demonstrate how dental lasers can
be effectively utilized to correct gin-
giva and bone and recreate ideal bio-
logical parameters.  He will also dis-
cuss laser gingivectomy, open flap and
closed flap osseous procedures in con-
junction with restorative therapy to
maximize esthetic results.
     Dr. Lowe graduated magna cum
laude from Loyola University College
of Dentistry in 1982 and was an assis-
tant professor in operative dentistry
there until its closure in 1993.  Since
2000, Dr. Lowe has maintained a pri-

vate practice in Charlotte, NC.  He lec-
tures nationally and internationally and
has been published in well known den-
tal journals on esthetic and restorative
dentistry.  In addition, Dr. Lowe is a
clinical evaluator of materials and prod-
ucts with many prominent dental manu-
facturers.
     Concurrent CPR: Running concur-
rently from 4:00-7:00 p.m. will be a
CPR Re-Certification course.  The cost
will be $75 made payable to the D.C.
Dental Society.
     Discussion issue following lecture:
Following the scientific lecture there
will be a short presentation by Shannon
Hader, MD, senior deputy director of
the D.C. Department of Health’s HIV/
AIDS Administration.   She will dem-
onstrate the use of OraQuickAdvance,
which is a rapid HIV test that the De-
partment of Health wishes to train den-
tal practitioners to potentially use in the
dental office.
     The Tuesday, November 18, 2008
meeting will begin at 5:30 p.m. To reg-
ister, please call the Society office or
complete the registration form on page
2.  The Washington Marriott is located
at 1221 22nd Street, NW.
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Monthly Membership Meeting
Reservation Form

November 18, 2008
Washington Marriott Hotel

1221 22nd Street, NW, Washington, DC

____  Scientific Lecture ____   Dinner Meeting

  5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

   ____     Active / Life / Metropolitan Member (No charge)

   ____     Associate / Student Member ($50.00)      ____  Guest / Non-Member($50.00)

  Name  ____________________________________________________________

  Name(s) of Guest(s) __________________________________________________

Return form by mail/fax to:

D.C. Dental Society 502 C Street, NE, Washington, DC  20002

Fax:  (202) 546-1482

An Opportunity
to Serve
     The Community Dental Center Evening Clinic
(CDCEC) is a program to treat the underserved at Howard
University College of Dentistry (HUCD). It was launched
in 2005 as part of a grant the dental school received from
the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation.
     The clinic operates one evening a week during the
school year (about forty times a year) and treats an aver-
age of thirty patients.  About forty dental and dental hy-
giene students staff the clinic.  The clinic is committed to
providing access to dental care to the underserved people
in our community. To date, the patient base has been
multi-cultural, predominately Spanish speaking and who
economically fall into the category of the working poor.
Howard University College of Dentistry is continuing to
develop a network of community partners, such as St.
Mary’s Center and Spanish Catholic Center, that refer
patients to the clinic.
     Our planning has identified challenges, two of
which present direct opportunities for the D.C.  Den-
tal Society—and which will impact the future success
of the clinic.
     First, the easiest and largest impact from our mem-
bers would be to volunteer to assist in the evening
clinic. If forty dentists donated one evening a year, it
would significantly impact the operation of the evening
clinic, which needs additional dentists to meet the pa-
tient demand.

     A second way to help would be to donate needed supplies
to the evening clinic. Do you have any dental products in your
office that you no longer use that have not expired? This would
greatly help in lowering the costs associated with the success-
ful operation of the clinic.
     Access to dental care for the citizens of Washington, D.C.
and the surrounding area is a serious and complex problem.
The CDCEC program is by no means the entire solution, but
it is a link in the chain of programs that are being developed
to try to address the dental needs of the most vulnerable in our
community. Partnering with HUCD in the evening clinic is
one more way the D.C. Dental Society can show its commit-
ment to improving dental health in our community.
    When those who make the laws dictating how dental ser-
vices are provided to our citizens recognize our dental society’s
commitment, then we will have input at the table as solutions
are developed.
     We, as members of the D.C.  Dental Society, can assist in
this important and worthwhile effort. For more information
on how you can get involved with the Community Dental
Center Evening Clinic, contact me.

Sincerely,
Dr.  Donna Grant-Mills
Howard University College of Dentistry
600 W Street, NW
Washington, DC 20059
202-806-0361
d_grant-mills@howard.edu
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We have recruited the best Dental 
Professionals from all over  

the country! 
They are here in Washington 

ready to work. Call 
(703) 820-8618   

for more information.  

1414 Prince Street Suite 202 
Alexandria, VA 22314 
www.teamplace.com 

Stop by our booth 
#112 at the  

Spring Meeting in 
April.  

Dr. Grant-Mills treating a patient at the evening
clinic with the assistance of Howard University

College of Dentistry students.
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Board of Dentistry
Update
     On September 17, 2008 Society leadership and staff once again
attended the D.C. Board of Dentistry meeting.  The Board ap-
proved two new regulations.  They are as follows:
     4213.62  A dentist shall use a lead apron or its equivalent on
all patients receiving an x-ray or radiograph, and when appro-
priate a thyroid collar shall also be used.
     4213.63  Whenever an entire dental practice or office moves
to a new location or cease operation, the owner or responsible
dentist shall notify the patients of the change of address or clos-
ing not later than 30 days after the change or closing, by U.S.
Mail, a note posted on the door for at least 30 consecutive days,
telephone message activated for at least 30 consecutive days or
any combination of the above
     Under the proposed rulemaking, the Society was able to suc-
cessfully have its concerns met.
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Board of Dentistry CE
Audit Update
     A total of 276 dentists have been audited by the D.C.
government during the Board of Dentistry’s continuing edu-
cation audit.  Approximately 80 dentists have not responded
to the Board of Dentistry’s CE audit.
     The non responding dentists will be sent a certified let-
ter.  If no response is received by the Board, dentists li-
censes will be suspended.  If information on CE submitted
for the last renewal period is incomplete or inaccurate, there
could be a fine and a consent order rendered.  The consent
order will require the dentist to complete the 25 hour re-
quirement (2006-2007 cycle).  These hours will not be cred-
ited for the upcoming license cycle (2008-2009).
     If you have recently moved your office make sure the
Board of Dentistry know your new address.  Send your
change of address to:

D.C. Board of Dentistry
717 14th Street, NW
6th Floor
Washington, DC 20005
202-724-4900

     Please join the Society’s volunteer dentists and staff mem-
bers along with the faculty and students of Howard Univer-
sity College of Dentistry for the 7th Annual GKAS Day.
This day of community outreach will be  held at Howard
University College of Dentistry on Friday, February 6, 2009.
The Society is in the planning stages for the annual event.
      Give Kids a Smile Day is meant to help children get the
dental care they so desperately need and to raise awareness
that children deserve a better health care system to meet
their dental needs. Once again, this is an excellent opportu-
nity to help the District’s underserved children while work-
ing with colleagues and provide mentoring to Howard den-
tal students.  The D.C. Dental Society has been recognized
and supported by the District Council with a ceremonial
resolution for its outstanding efforts on GKAS Day.
     If you cannot be there in February, you can still offer
your support by making a financial contribution to offset
the costs of this program.  If you have any questions, or
would like to learn how you can become involved or make
a donation, please contact Richard Koenig at the Society
office or email at rkoenig@dcdental.org.

Give Kids a Smile Day
Friday , February 6,
2009
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DENTAL COLLECTIONS
by

SHERRY M. BERSON
Attorney At Law

Agent of Equifax Credit Reporting Bureau
Credit Listing - Address Tracing

Health Insurance Appeals
Billing Disputes

Contingency Fee
email:  Bersonaty@verizon.net

Admitt ed to practice:
P. O. Box 341788 - Distri ct of Columbia
Bethesda, MD 20827 - Maryland
Tel.: (301)-229-6012 - Florida
Fax: (301)-229-2017 - U. S. Supreme Court

Call  or fax f or explanation of services
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Dr. Margaret Culotta-Norton treating a patient at the
2008 GKAS Day event

Dr. Joseph Catanzano, III treating a patient at the
2008 GKAS Day event

     R.K. Tongue is the Society’s endorsed insurance
program for dentists.  The Professional Protector Plan
(PPP) was the first integrated insurance program for
dentists, combining professional liability, general li-
ability, dental property protection and worker’s com-
pensation into one packaged product.  This integrated
package reduces coverage gaps and expensive cover-
age overlaps.  R.K. Tongue is the PPP administrator
for Washington, D.C.
     For additional information and to obtain a no obli-
gation coverage overview, contact R.K. Tongue at 1-
800-638-6353 or at www.rktongue.com.

Society Endorsed
Service:
R.K. Tongue
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Antitrust P olicy
     The District of Columbia Dental Society Board of Di-
rectors at its September meeting adopted an antitrust policy.
The purpose of this policy is to assure that the Board of
Directors and committees do not violate antitrust law gov-
erning communication between competitors.  Also, it will
bring the Society into compliance with the American Cor-
porate Accountability Act (Sarbanes-Oxley).
     The relevant parts of the new policy are as follows:
•  The Society or any committee shall not be used for the
purpose of bringing about or attempting to bring about any
understanding or agreement, written or oral, formal or in-
formal, expressed or implied, among two or more members
with regard to prices or terms and conditions of contracts
for services.  Therefore, discussion and exchanges of infor-
mation about such topics will not be permitted at Society
meetings.
•  There will be no discussion discouraging or withholding
patronage or services from, or encouraging exclusive deal-
ing with any supplier, insurance company or any private or
governmental entity.
•  When appropriate, meetings will follow a written agenda.
When appropriate, minutes will be prepared after the meet-
ing to provide a summary of important matters discussed
and actions taken or conclusions reached.

ADA Delegation
Nominations
     Nominations for the positions of delegate and alternate
delegate to the ADA will take place at the November 18,
2008 monthly meeting.  The election will take place at the
January 13, 2009 monthly meeting.

Dr. Steven Guttenberg authored
 a chapter in the October 2008
issue of Dental Clinics of
North America entitled,
 “Oral and Maxillofacial Pathology in Three Dimensions”.

Members
in the News
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P r a c t i c e  S a l e s

P r a c t i c e  M e r g e r s

E q u i t y  A s s o c i a t e s h i p s

P r e - s a l e  P r o g r a m

S t o c k h o l d e r  P r o g r a m

Setting dentists free 
   for over 40 years. AFTCO is the oldest and largest dental 

practice transition consulting firm in the 

United States. AFTCO assists dentists with 

associateships, purchasing and selling of 

practices, and retirement plans. We are 

much more than a practice broker, we 

are there to serve you through all stages 

of your career.

800.232.3826  .  www.AFTCO.net

Free practice appraisals,
$2500 value!

History of the D .C.
Dental Society
Building
     The Society office building was purchased in 1988 and
renovated during the first half of 1989.  The  building was
originally built in 1982 and owned by the Democratic Sen-
ate Public Relations Committee.  The Society was previ-
ously housed in Spring Valley, NW in a rented property.
     In 1968, member Dr. Benjamin Franklin Prendergast died
and left to the Society a Victorian house located at 1301-
1305 17th Street, NW.  In November of 1970, the property
was sold to the Republic of the Phillippines.  The Phillippines
Embassy now stands on the site.
    The funds from the sale of the building were invested in
long-term corporate bonds.  The high yields of the 1970’s
caused the fund to grow substantially.  From about 1975 to
1982 , the Society relied on not only dividend revenue but a
portion of the building fund for the Society’s operating bud-
get.  Additional funds of $300,000 were added to the
Society’s reserves from 1982 to 1987, primarily from the
profits of the Nation’s Capital Dental Meeting.  The prop-
erty was purchased for cash from the reserve funds.
     The Society building on Capitol Hill is a four story

townhouse.  One floor is the basement with storage areas,
boiler room and a two car garage.  The top floor has a board
table that will accommodate fifteen people.
     The Society expended $32,079 for building expenses for
the last fiscal year, $14,913 of which was real estate taxes.
The annual operating expense per sq. foot is $10.02.  Mem-
bers are encouraged to visit their Society’s headquarters.

D.C. Dental Society Building
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WANTED: Buy or rent 3 opr. office
in central business district. Contact
tukche@hotmail.com or call 202-393-
3880.

CLASSIFIED
FOR RENT:  Flexible hours. One fully
equipped operatory available immedi-
ately in a well located GP office, right
in front of Tenleytown Metro station.
Please call 202-363-4361.

LOOKING  TO SLOW DOWN, CUT
BACK OR RETIRE??: Established,
flexible general practice is looking for a
GP located in the Bethesda-Chevy Chase,
NW D.C. area.  Are you looking to cut
back, transition your practice or sell your
practice outright now or in the future?
Please call 240-687-1800. All calls are
strictly confidential.

BEAUTIFUL: Office space in NW
Washington available to share 2-3 days
a week.  4 large ops.  Equipped with
latest Adec, digital radiography, etc.
consult room, semi-private office.
Close to Metro. 202-256-5798.
novasmiles@yahoo.com.

GENERAL DENTIST:  Minimum 2
years experience.  Georgetown area,
DC license.  Good benefits.  Call 703-
981-8403, softtouchdds@yahoo.com.

FOR SALE: Approx. 1,500 sq.ft den-
tal office space.  Large waiting area, 2
exam rooms, storage area , 2 bathrooms
and laboratory.  Condominium, 2 en-
trances. $450,000.  Call Dr. Albert at
202-966-5566.  Upper NW near Van
Ness Metro.

FOR SALE: Two-A-Dec performer
chairs, lights + dental units, excellent
shape, two dentist A-Dec stools:  MUST
SEE!! One Gendex GX770 x-ray Unit,
Perio-Pro Daylight Loader Processor,
Vacuum Forming Kit and UC 100
Biosonic Ultrasonic Cleaner.  Please call
202-258-9858.

OUR BUSY PRACTICE: Cosmetic/
restorative practice is looking for an
associate to join us P/T in our
Farrragut Metro office.  Warm,
friendly team, positive atmosphere
and great patients have moved our
practice in the right direction and we
are looking for someone to help us
keep the ball moving forward.  Please
contact the Society office.


